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Tips for Facilitation of Bilingual Language Acquisition 

 
Are you considering raising your child bilingual? Research has shown that bilingual individuals have longer attention 
spans, improved memory, and even denser gray matter of the brain! For these reasons and many more, we believe 
that your decision to raise your child bilingual will positively affect the rest of your lives. As you embark on this 
journey, we would like to offer you some research-based tips to help support your child’s acquisition of two or more 
languages. 

 
• Bilingual development is best facilitated when families expose their children to each of the two languages 

frequently and consistently. Creating family goals and guidelines will help your family ensure consistency.  
• Consider creating guidelines that specify who will speak what language and when. For example: Dad speaks 

only German, while Mom speaks English, or everyone in the family speaks in Italian when they are at home.  
• Provide your child with stimulating and varied experiences in both languages.  
• Speak to your child in one language at one time, immersing your child in all aspects of the language. 

Occasional mixing of languages feels natural to many families and that’s okay too.  
• Expect your child to mix languages during bilingual language acquisition. This is typical and unless mixing the 

languages is a more common communication pattern in your community, he/she will naturally learn to separate 
the two languages.  

• Reach out to your community to find creative ways to expose your child to your target languages. For 
example, start a Spanish-speaking play-group or bring your child to visit a local Russian-speaking senior. 

• Research suggests that children who are growing up bilingual acquire language at the same general speed as 
their monolingual counterparts. Just as with a monolingual child, if your bilingual child is showing signs of a 
delay speech and language, discuss his/her development with your pediatrician or consult with a speech-
language pathologist.   

• Research has also shown that children, regardless of a possible speech or language delay, can learn multiple 
languages.  

• If your child makes an error or responds to you in a different language than the one you are speaking, 
acknowledge the communication effort and respond in the language you were already speaking. Encouraging 
rather than reprimanding your child will help him/her feel more motivated to speak both languages.  

• When your child is having difficulty learning a new concept or vocabulary word, consider slowing your rate of 
speech temporarily and exaggerating other aspects of communication (facial expression, intonation, etc.). Once 
your child learns the concept, quickly return to your typical rate of speech.  

• Model language by reading, conversing, and playing. Remember to pause and allow time for your child to 
process, formulate, and participate in the conversation.  

• Research suggests that singing can help facilitate foreign language learning. Borrow CDs from the local 
library with music in different languages and sing along! 

• Have fun. Children learn more when you model language in a playful and interesting way than when you ask 
them to simply repeat what you are saying.  
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